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Series 800
Walk-Behind Edger

Operator’s Manual

This Manual Includes:
Safety Information e Operating Instructions
Maintenance Schedule » Tips for Better Operation
lliustrated Parts Breakdown

Please read and save these instructions.
For safety, read all instructions prior to operating machine.
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Section 1
General Information

Highlighted Information

Information that is of special importance has
been highlighted with headings in boldface
type. Danger, Warning and Caution iden-
tify safety-related information, further iden-
tified by the safety alert symbol A. Impor-
tant identifies information requiring special
attention since it deals with the possibility
of damage to part or parts of Bed Shaper
units. Note identifies information worthy of
special attention.

Photo 1-1

Series and Serial Number Information
Both the series number and serial number
are located on the mainframe of the Bed
Shaper (see photo 1-1). The number in the
upper box is the series number. The num-
ber in the lower box is the serial number.
Please use these numbers when ordering
replacement parts or when obtaining main-
tenance assistance. Record these numbers
in the table below for easy access.

Fill in information:

BedShaper
Series Number

BedShaper
Serial Number

Date of Purchase

Dealer Name

Phone Number

Section 2

BedShaper Walk-Behind Specifications




Section 3
Safety Instructions

The safety alert, A, means Caution, Warn-
ing or Danger concerning the operator’s
personal safety. Read, understand and fol-
low the instructions listed with the safety
alert. Failure to heed these instructions may
result in personal injury.

BedShaper, Inc. designed and built the
Walk-Behind Edger with the operator’s
safety as a prime concern. Many features
have been included in the unit to prevent
and protect the operator from personal in-
jury. The operator must take safe operation
seriously and take every precaution possible
for safe operation. Failure to follow the
safety instructions contained in this
manual may result in: personal injury,
damage to equipment and property.

if you have any questions concerning
safety, operation, maintenance, setup or
product comments, please contact your
BedShaper dealer.

Before Operating:

1. Read, understand and follow the in-
structions and contents of this
Operator’s Manual before operating the
unit. Be familiar with ali controls and how to
disengage them quickly. Additional
Operator’s Manuals for the BedShaper are
available upon request by sending the se-
ries and serial numbers to:

BedShaper, Inc.
173 Green Acre Road
Lititz, PA 17543

2. Check area to be edged for foreign ob-
jects which may be thrown by the rotating
blade. Pick up all sticks, stones, wire and
any other debris. '

3. Atiention should be paid to areas that may
possibly have buried hazards. Ask property
owner about the presence of buried haz-
ards before using the BedShaper. Hazards
include: electrical wiring, water pipes, cable
television wires, metal and plastic edging,
irrigation pipes, roots, masonry, metal and
other items that may cause damage or in-
jury to persons, machine or property.

4. Never allow children to operate the Bed-
Shaper. Adults should not operate the Bed-
Shaper without reading the Operator’s
Manual.

5. Keep bystanders, especially children and
pets, clear of the machine in operation. Do
not operate the machine with bystanders in
area.

6. Do not operate machine while barefoot
or when wearing lightweight footwear. Wear
protective footwear, preferably safety work
boots.

7. Always wear safety glasses and adequate
protective clothing. Do not wear loose fit-
ting clothing that could be caught in moving
parts. Never wear shorts. Safety shoes are
recommended for the operator and may be
required by some local ordinances and in-
surance policies.

8. Prolonged exposure to loud noise could
cause hearing impairment or loss of hear-
ing. OSHA approved hearing protection is
recommended.

9. Keep all shields and safety devices fas-
tened and in place. If a shield, safety device
or decal is defective or damaged, repair or
replace it before operating machine.
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10. Do not alter safety control lever or safety
devices at all.

11. Never attempt to adjust the machine
while the engine running. Failure to wait un-
tit the engine and/or driveline comes 1o a
complete stop may cause injury from mov-
ing parts.

12. After operating machine, blade may be
hot enough to cause burns. Allow sufficient
time- five or ten minutes is required- for the
blade to cool before attempting to service,
adjust, unclog or touch biade.

Operation:

1. Watch for hidden hazards when operat-
ing. Roots, pipes, wire, sticks and holes can
be encountered quickly. Scout work area
and remove hazards before operating ma-
chine.

2. Before adjusting or servicing BedShaper,
wait for moving parts to come to a complete
stop.

Mainienance:

1. Disconnect the spark plug wire before
servicing or adjusting BedShaper to pre-
vent accidental starting.

2. Make sure all fasteners are tight and all
shields are in place and in good condition.
Check blade mounting nut frequently to
make sure it is tight.

3. Make only the maintenance adjustments

described in this manual. Any unauthorized -

adjustments or modifications to the
BedShaper may result in unsafe operating
conditions and may void warranty.

4. Never alter or remove any safely devices
on the unit. Safety devices are incorporated
into the design for safe operation.

I\ Safety and Instruction Decals

Safety and instruction decals are installed
at the factory. If any decals are missing,
damaged or illegible, replacements shouid
be ordered and installed immediately. De-
cal and part number is listed below and in
the paris iist.

@ BedShaper Decal #18900
@ Warning Decal #189056
© Danger Decal #18906

@ Hot Area Decal #18907
® Underground Hazard Decal #18908

Before Operating,
Follow Checklist, Below:

e Perform a visual inspection.

» inspect shields and safety equipment.

» Inspect blade drive belts for proper ten-
sion and alignment.

» Check blade for secure mounting. Gloves
shouid be worn when handling blade- it
may be sharp enough to cause cuts.

» Adjust blade cutting height.

» Check blade engagement lever with en-
gine running for proper operation. Blade
should begin to turn when handie is approx.
1 1/2” from being fully seated. Note: see
repair parts manual for additional adjust-
ment.

= Perform any maintenance items accord-
ing to maintenance chart on page 6.




Section 4
Operating instructions

Control Identification & Function:

Before operating machine, become familiar with the controls
and general operation of the BedShaper. Know the location,
purpose and operation of the blade engagement lever,
speed control and throttle.

© Blade Arm Lift Lever-
ILH side of handlie
assembly. (Photo 4-1)

The lift lever is used
to raise the blade
arm from the
ground for transport
Pulling the lever towards
the operator raises the
blade arm 1o the transport
position. The spring-loaded
latch keeps the blade in the transport position. Releasing the latch and easing
the lever forward will set the blade in the ground.

Photo 4-1

Adjusting Working Depth:

A Caution
Engine must be stopped before
adjusting working depth.

Blade depth adjustment is conirolled by a
gauge wheel (see Photo 4-2). To adjusttoa
different cutting depth, lift blade arm, remove
pin on gauge wheel, adjust to desired height.
Replace pin.

The height of the BedShaper can be ad-
justed from 1" to 4”.

Photo 4-2
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Engaging Blade:

1. Before engaging biade, be sure all by-
standers, especially chiidren and pets, are
clear of operating area.

2. Blade should be out of the ground, in
transport position.

3. Set engine speed about half throttle.

4. Engage blade lever. (photo 4-1)8

5. Adjust engine speed to desired setling.
8. Smoothly push blade lift lever forward to
lower blade into the ground.

7. Engage transport lever smoothly 1o pro-
pel machine forward. (photo 4-1)&

8. Forward speed is controlled by throtle

{photo 4-1)&

Important: Do not override blade engage-
ment lever spring loaded safety shutoff.

Disengaging Blade:

Release blade engagement lever.

A\ Caution
Always remove spark plug wire when leav-
ing machine unattended. This prevents chil-
dren and unauthorized operators from start-
ing and operating unit.

Caution
if blade strikes a stationary object while op-
erating, disengage blade engagement lever
immediately. Stop engine. Disconnect spark
plug wire, and open blade shield. Inspect
machine thoroughly for damage. Make sure
that blade is securely tightened.

Tips for Best Bed Shaping Resuils:

s Biade Life: Conditions will vary, but blade
life will be about 10 hours of operation. Wear
will be noticeable on the notches of the

blade. The sharper and deeper the noiches,
the betier the cut. Blade speed and soil con-
ditions affect wear, Replace the biade when
worn. Do not attempt to sharpen or recut
notches. This may result in operatoy in-

jury.

» Soil Conditions: bed shaping will require
the least amount of time, power and blade
wear when the soil is damp. Pre-wetling the
soil may be an option. The sod will cut
cleaner and the remaining sod strip will stay
intact for easier cleanup if damp.

* Pre-Marking: pre-mark the area to be
shaped with marking paint or lime to ensure
a consistent straight or curved edge. Never
use solid objects or string as markers as
these items may be thrown by the blade or
wrap around the blade shaft.

» Multipie Passes and Cutting Width:
when establishing a new bed or redesign-
ing an existing bed, it is recommended that
multiple passes be made. To facilitate re-
moval of sod strips, the passes shouid be
less than 3.

» Speed: A slow walking pace is good for
safe operation and accuracy, while maintain-
ing efficiency.

» Buried Hazards: be constantly aware of
the possibility of buried hazards. Check with
property owners about possible hazards
hefore using the BedShaper. A litile time
spent investigating an area may prevent
costly mistakes.

« Cutting New Beds:
¢ Mark area to show the new bed
outline.
» Make first cut approximately 1°in
side outer border.
» Operate unit in counter clockwise
direction, widening radius 3” in each
rotation until desired bed size is
achieved.




» Clogaing: If clogging occurs, disengage
the blade engagement lever. Siop engine,
make sure that all moving parts have come
to a stop. Disconnect spark plug wire. Raise
blade arm lift lever. Remove the two bolis
which hold the hinged blade shield in place.
Swing shield into servicing position. A Dan-
ger. if unclogging is required, use a dowel
or other such object to unclog the blade and
shield. When finished unclogging, swing

shield back into place and fasten securely
with boits. Check blade bolt {o insure it is
tight. A Danger: never atiempt to operate
machine without blade shield securely fas-
tened.

A Caution
Hot Blade: allow blade to cool before ser-
vicing. Blade may be hot enough to cause
burns.

Section 5
Maintenance

BedShaper Maintenance Chart » Service Intervals

Table 5-1

Hliustrated Instructions For Maintenance:

A Warning

Before any maintenance or adjustment to
BedShaper is performed, always remember
to: stop engine. Disconnect spark plug wire
and allow components 1o cool before ser-
vicing.

Clean Blade Shield:
1. Make sure blade is cool.

2. Remove bolts from blade shield. Tilt
hinged shield into servicing position.

3. Remove debris from shield and behind
blade with a dowel or similar object. Never
use hands- blade may be sharp.

4. Tilt shield back into position. Securely fas-
ten shield with boits. Never operate without
shield securely fastened.
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Check Wear of Blade:

1. Make sure blade is cocl enough to handle
(always wear gloves when handling blade).
2. Look for any excessive wear, chipping and
abnormal wear. Replace if necessary (see
section 6).

3. Check tightness of nut. Never operate
machine when nut is not properly tightened.
Nut should be tightened to 100 ft. Ibs.

Check Blade Drive Belt:

1. Remove blade (see “change blade”, page
8).

2. Remove bolts from belt drive shield. Re-
move shield.

2. Check condition of belt for excessive wear,
fraying and abnormal conditions.

3. Replace with new belt, if necessary (see
section 6).

4. Reinstall belt drive shields, fasten securely
with bolts.

5. Replace blade per instructions.

Lubricate Pulley Spindie Bearings on
Blade Arm (Photo 5-1):

1. Locate and clean fittings.@

2. Pump fittings full of grease using a hand
pump. Important: do not overfill. Too much
pressure will damage bearing seals.

Photo 5-1

Adjustment- Dirt Scraper Gap (Photo 5-
2):

1. Allow blade time fo cool.

2. Raise BedShaper into transport position.
3. Examine gap between blade and dirt
scraper. Note: recommended gap is 1/2".
4, Adjust gap, if necessary. Loosen the two
bolts which secure dirt scraper. Adjust gap
to 1/2”. Snug bolts.

5. Rotate blade at least one fuil revolution.
Check to see that blade does not contact
dirt scraper. if contact is made, repeat step
and increase gap. important: dirt scraper
must not contact rotating blade.

6. Tighten bolts on dirt scraper securely.

Phor ‘2 e

Lubricate Notched Blade Transfer Arm:
1. Locate and clean fittings on both sides of
arm. (Photo 5-1)®.

2. Pump fittings full of grease using a hand
pump. Important: do not overfill. Too much
pressure will damage bearing seals.

Cleaning- End of Season:

1. Remove bolis from all shields.

2. Tilt or remove shields so that internal parts
of machine are exposed.

3. Remove dirt and debris from machine
using compressed air. Important: always
use eye protection when using compressed
air.

4. Wash machine with a mild soap and wa-
ter to remove dirt and grease. Important:
use eye protection when washing machine.




5. Allow machine to dry thoroughly.

6. Lubricate all fittings with grease and pei-
form all maintenance checks to prevent cor-
rosion and to ready machine for new sea-

S0N.
7. Install all shields. Tighten bolis securely.
8. Cover machine with a protective cover-
ing. Store in a dry place.

Section 6
Replacement and Repair Instructions

Replace Blade Arm Drive Belt
(Photo 6-1)

Photo 6-1 (Blade drive belt}

1. Follow all instructions for checking blade
drive belt {page 7).

2. Pull idler pulley down using a 9/16” box
wrench as illustrated in photo 6-1 .

3. Using a large flat blade screwdriver un-
der belt (as shown) gently lift belt over idler
pulley.

4. Remove old belt and replace.

6. Reverse step 3.

7. Replace belt cover and blade.

Repiace Main Drive Belis

Tilt machine forward sufficiently to gain ac-
cess to belts on underside of unit.

Place a block under rear wheel to keep
machine in raised position safely.

Photo 6-2

Transmission Drive Chain Adjusiment
(Photo 6-2):

Chain should be snug for proper operation.
Adjust by loosening tension block and slid-
ing forward. Do not over tighten chain.

Change Blade (Photo 6-3):

1. Remove bolts securing the hinged blade
shield. Swing shield into servicing position.
2. Keep blade from turning by inserting a
visegrips between a notich of the blade and
the shield bracket.

Photo 6-3

3. Loosen and remove the nut on the shaft.
Remove washer. Remove the blade from the
shaft.

4. Install the new blade on the shaft and align
with the two guide pins. Replace locknut (if
worn, replace with new one).

5. Block blade using visegrips as shown.
Tighten nut to 100 ft. Ibs. torgue.

6. Tilt hinged shield into position. install two
bolts and tighten securely.
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Main Frame & Drive Assembly
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